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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 0700 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR ET SO 

SUBJ: EGYPTIAN VP'S TALKSIN ADDIS AND MOGADISCIO 

1 . EGYPTIAN EMBOFF INFORMS US THAT EGYPTIAN VP MOBARA MET 

WITH PMAC CHAIRMAN TEFERI BANTE AND FONMIN FOLLOWING OAU SUMMIT. 
SUBJECT OF TALKS WAS "BILATERAL RELATIONS". DURING 
COURSE OF CONVERSATION BOTH TEFERI AND FONMIN STATED THAT 
SOMALIA HAD BEGUN MAKING PREPARATIONS TO ATTACK ETHIOPIA. 
ETHIOPIANS CLAIMED TO HAVE INFO THAT TIMETABLE FOR 
ATTACK WAS DEFINITELY SET AND THEN TEMPORARILY POSTPONED 
TO AWAIT FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN ETHIOPIA. ETHIOPIANS, APPARENTLY 
INDICATED, HOWEVER, THAT IT WAS ONLY A MATTER OF 
TIME UNTIL SOMALIA ATTACKED AND ETHIOPIAN WAS PREPARING ACCOR- 
DINGLY. (GENERALLY RELIABLE SOURCE HAS IT FROM HIGH RANKING 
DIRG MEMBERS THAT PMAC BELIEVES SOMALI ATTACK WILL 
COME IN TWO MONTHS. SOURCE STATED THAT ETHIOPIANS PREPARING 
TO MEET ATTACK AND CALL-UP OF SOME 6,000 RETIRED VETS WAS FOR THIS 
PURPOSE). 
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2. EGYPTIAN VP REPORTEDLY WENT TO MOGADISCIO FROM ADDIS 
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AND INTENDED TO DISCUSS, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE FUTURE OF 
TFAI. EGYPTIAN DEL REPORTEDLY WILL URGE, IN RESPONSE 
TO FRENCH PRESIDENT GISCARD S REQUEST, THAT SOMALIS 
NOT INTEFERE WITH INDEPENDENT TFAI AND MAKE KNOWN THE 
FACT THAT EGYPT DOES NOT SUPPORT SOMALI CLAIMS TO THE 
TERRITORY. 

COMMENT: THE "IMMINENT SOMALI ATTACK" THEME HAS APPARENTLY 
BEEN REVIVED BY THE EPMG AFTER DORMANT PERIOD OF SEVERAL 
MONTHS. SOMALI SUPPORT OF SPREADING INSURGENCIES IN BORDER 
AREAS HAS NO DOUBT HAD AN EFFECT IN REKINDLING LONG-STANDING 
ETHIOPIAN FEARS OF CROSS-BORDER ATTACK. WE HAVE NO RPT NO 
INDICATIONS OF INCREASED LIKELIHOOD OF SOMALI ATTACK. 
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